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Hello, I’m Stephen Daldry, I’m the director of Billy Elliot and I wanted to 
welcome you personally tonight to what is, to us, a very special evening. 
Tonight we are saying farewell to a number of members of our core company 
who have been with us for a very long time. They are an extraordinary and 
rather fantastic group of ballet girls, who have been with us from the 
beginning. They are Emma Hudson, who really created the role of Debbie, 
and I am so happy to be able to say to you what I was able to say to her 
parents in private, which is, not only is she a fantastic, brilliant actress and 
professional in the making, but she’s a fantastic human being. [applause] 
This also applies to the very great and very wonderful Joey Phillips, who 
plays Michael, and this is his last performance as Joey really hurtles towards 
adolescence. [laughter] It’s also the final performance of Stephanie Putson, 
who plays dead mum, and her warmth, good humour and generosity will 
haunt this production and this theatre for many years to come. And, it is of 
course the last performance of the great and very wonderful Haydn Gwynne 
who plays Mrs.Wilkinson. [applause] Haydn has been, very much, the rock 
on which this production has been built. She has been the centre of us as a 
company. It’s a sort of old adage that you should never work with animals or 
children. Um, I in fact cut Mrs.Wilkinson’s chihuaha early on in rehearsals 
[laughter]. But her generosity and warmth to the children, the many hundreds 
of children now that have been in the show, has been exceptional. Apart 
from her very warm, generous actions, she has also been a very brilliant, 
very powerful and very moving, very wonderful Mrs.Wilkinson. [applause] In 
our story, of course, all the characters I’ve mentioned make their farewells to 
Billy at the very end of the show. These moments are particularly poignant 
and will be excessively poignant for us this evening, so I ask your indulgence 
at our excessive emotionalism and I hope you have a great show. Thank you 
so much for being with us this evening. [applause]
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As Billy says: "I haven't got the words". 

And to Haydn: "We'll miss you, miss." 

To Stephanie: "Love you forever".

“

” ���"

I really have no words to describe 
tonight other than to say unforgettable. 
It was very emotional and to be 
perfectly honest I cried through most of 
the performance 

“

” 4�-�4�-���

My heartfelt thanks go to Haydn for bringing such 
"va-va-voom" not only to her role, but the whole 
production - Sally certainly has some mighty big 
shoes to fill, so let's all wish her well. 

It really is sad that a show such as this MUST, by 
it's very definition, have regular cast changes in 
the younger roles, but it's the only way that it can 
go on. 

We can only hope that all of those leaving 
tonight, despite their obvious distress, have had 
at least a good a time doing the show, as we 
have had watching it, and will remember a truly 
exceptional period in their lives. 

“

” ����"

Firstly, yesterday was a special 
day just on the basis of it being 
the biggest meeting of billy fans 
ever. Nice to put faces to few 
names. It was so hard trying to 
track everyone down!, so sorry to 
those I missed.

“

” ����

My abiding memory of last night will be 
after the show, and Joey walking up the 
street away from the stage door, to a 
spontaneous round of applause. Turning 
round to acknowledge us with that smile 
that could of lit london up!

“

” ����

I would just like to add to how 
wonderful the performance was. In 
expressing yourself you could see 
that Joey was on top form and gave 
it his all as well as leon with nice 
touches like "get ready for the big 
finish, a very big finish" with Joey's 
reply "last time guys!" it choked me 
up. I will really miss him, he brought 
something so unique to the role! i will 
write more later i'm so knackered, it's 
mentally draining that show

“

”4���"%(��



It was such a great night and I am so glad I was there. Thank you to everyone that made it 
so special“

” ����

Just wanted to add what a fantastic job the chaperones did last night, dealing with quite a 
difficult crowd-control situation in a calm and good-humoured way. Thanks also to the cast 
and crew for being so accomodating with the numerous fans, cameras and autograph 
hunters before, during and after the show. It was very much appreciated and helped to make 
a really good atmosphere for a very special show.

“

”
������	��

Emotional, incredible and energentic. 

This surpassed all of my expectations and for me succeeded May 12th.
“

”
$������%���

To Haydn Gwynne, Joey Philips, Emma Hudson, Stephanie Putson, Tom 
Higgins, Michael Greenhill and the wonderfully accomplished ballet girls - a really 
big thank you for the pleasure and enjoyment you have given us all. We wish you 
success, happiness and good health for years to come. 

“
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The emotion was highly charged throughout as has been described. How anyone could 
have come away dry-eyed would beggar belief. All the leaving cast fully deserved their 
raptuous applause, as did the non-leavers.

“
” $������

oh my dear lord, yesterday was such an experience - i won't review it as everyone 
has already said everything i'd say lol. i was sitting a couple of rows behind the 
young cast and it was great to see them launch into standing ovations to support 
their friends! tbh, i dont cry much any more at the show but last night i was in floods 
- especially when Leon gave Joey a hug right at the very end.

“
” 2���"

I think someone has already mentioned the audience - they were perfect - largely led by 
the Forum, they stopped the action at significnt points and gave due recognition to those 
leaving. I'm sure the cast appreciated the rapt attention, the cheers, the ovations. 

So - well done the audience!!!

“
” ���"



A great night that I will remember for a very long time thanks to all the cast - those staying 
and those leaving - and to you guys who made the atmosphere so fantastic! 
Best wishes to Haydn and Stephanie - I'll really miss your fantastic harmonies in the Letter 
scene - and best wishes to all the children moving on to great things in the future. Joey, 
your Michael will be greatly missed. 
Thank you all for a truly memorable year of shows - every one of them!

“

” �

joey,emma,hayden and ballet girls :we will miss you forever as you were just stunning 
in every single show!!“

”
+�����

Yes I'm still deeply affected by Saturday  It was such a wondeful
show and the atmosphere was so fantastic, I was so tearful at the 
end not only because the show itself was so emotionally charged 
but because I didn't want it to end 

“
” �����

The 2 shows on June 3rd were fantastick. What made the day totally 
GREAT, was hanging out with forum members from all over the world, 
basically 12 noon untill midnight while sharing many BE experiences

“
”+�.%��
�%���

it was emotionally draining, i couldn't bear to watch as the curtain came down as it just 
broke my heart seeing Joey cry. I don't know if i could take Liams aswell, i felt quite 
depressed for a few days after that show. but it was amazing, no doubt about it! i just 
can't begin to imagine how the cast felt.

“
”
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1 month has passed since Haydn, Emma and Joey performed for the last time.  A 
last and big THANK YOU to them for sharing so much emotions with the 
audience. I will always remember the hug of Leon to Joey, Emma giving a kiss to 
Leon and the huge cheer when Haydn entered at the beginning of Shine. The 
atmosphere was so electric !

“
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